ruled for twenty-four years, out of which
sixteen years were spent in campaigns in
Syria, Mesopotamia and Palestine and
only eight years in Cairo. In Egypt one
of his important works was to abolish the
Shiah heresy, while in Syria and Palestine
he had to fight and exterminate the power
of the Crusaders. To realise these object-
ives, he raised madressas, hospitals and
citadels. Madressas were used for the
teaching of the orthodox faith which in
time was successful in establishing the
Sunni doctrine in Egypt. Madressas in
fact became the Sunni counterpart of the
Shiah's "Dar al-Hikma " or^the House of
Science. As Al-Hakim was the innovator
of " Dar al-Hikma " in Egypt, similarly
the Seljuq Sultan Malik Shah was the
creator of madressas in his kingdom, for
he realised that the best method of com-
bating any heretical doctrine was through
the channel of education. After him Salah
ud-Din effectively employed the same
method. From 1171-82 AJX, the time
during which Salah ud-Din resided in
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